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Reapportionment, Revenue, Transportation,
and State Government Operations, the Joint
Committee on Administrative Rules, the lllinois
Forestry Development Council, the Swine Dis-
ease Control Advisory Committee, the Agricul-
tural Export Advisory Committee, the Inter-
agency Rail Passenger Advisory Council, and
the Board of State Fair Advisors.

Senator O’Daniel has amassed numerous
legislative accomplishments which have en-
hanced the quality of life for the people of his
southern lllinois district and all of the people of
the State of lllinois, including State sales tax
exemptions for farm machinery and oil field
equipment, creating tax increment financing
and enterprise zone designations to spur job
creation and economic development, pro-
moting sustainable agriculture and ethanol as
an alternative energy source, and enacting
tough penalties against persons who sell
drugs on or near the grounds of places of wor-
ship.

Spenator O’Daniel built a solid reputation as
one of lllinois’ foremost authorities on agricul-
tural issues, he was appointed in 1977 by
President Jimmy Carter to serve as state ex-
ecutive director of the Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Prior to his appointment by President
Carter, Senator O’Daniel served as a member
of the lllinois House from 1974-77.

As a longtime farmer and businessman, a
decorated World War |l veteran and devoted
family man, Senator O’Daniel brought to the
Senate a common sense, bi-partisan approach
to the business of the body that shall be re-
membered fondly by those who served with
him.

We offer our best wishes to Senator William
L. “Bill” O’Daniel upon his retirement from the
Senate; we offer hope for a rewarding future
with his wife, Norma, their five children and
eight grandchildren, and one great-grand child.
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to George Dodson, a good friend and
beloved retired Capitol Police officer, who
passed away last summer.

George was one of the finest men | ever
knew. He was on the Capitol Police force for
over 30 years. Most of that time he worked as
a plain-clothed detective. He was known all
over the Capitol because of his profes-
sionalism, courtesy and friendliness. He later
went on to help organize the Retired Capitol
Police Officers Association.

George was close friends with many Mem-
bers, including Bill Natcher of Kentucky and
Speaker Jim Wright. He was always friendly to
all Members and the many visitors who trav-
eled to the Capitol each year.

George spent many years in the military
prior to joining the Capitol Police force. He
spent three years in the Air Force and five
years in the Air National Guard. He was hon-
orably discharged in 1967 at the rank of Mas-
ter Sergeant.

George Dodson was a family man. He was
married to his beloved wife Pat and enjoyed
spending time with her whenever possible.
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George was a life-long resident of Wash-
ington, D.C. and graduated from Armstrong
High School in 1947. He was also very active
in his church.

Over the years, George developed a love of
trains and spent a great deal of time with his
grandchildren sharing that love and interest.

He also was very interested in the new con-
vention center being built downtown. He would
spend a great deal of time downtown observ-
ing the progress of the convention center. In
fact, many of the workers at the site got to-
gether and gave George his own hard hat.

George passed away on June 8, 2002. He
was a great American who loved his family
and Country very much. Mr. Speaker, this
Country would be a much better place if there
were more people here like George Dodson.

———

HONORING DRUG FREE WEEK
ESSAY WINNER
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Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a special student from
Gladewater, TX, Brittany Linder, who was a
grand prize winner in the Red Ribbon Week “I
am drug-free because . . .” essay contest
sponsored last fall by the city of Longview
Partners in Prevention. Brittany represents
Weldon Intermediate school in the Gladewater
independent school district and is a fourth-
grade student of Mrs. Cathy Bedair. She is the
daughter of John and Blane Linder and the
granddaughter of my longtime friend, Carolyn
Linder.

According to the White House Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy, although recent
trends in youth drug use have stabilized, the
rates of use remain at high levels. Youth sub-
stance abuse, as we know, can lead to many
other problems, including the development of
delinquent behavior, anti-social attitudes and
numerous health risks. These problems not
only impact the child but also the child’s fam-
ily, friends, community and ultimately society
as a whole.

Brittany speaks to this issue in her essay: “I
am drug free because if | take drugs, | would
not be able to realize my dreams. | would not
be able to be a good teacher, or mother. If |
take drugs, | would hurt valuable brain cells
and when | found my dreams, | would not be
able to do it.”

The essay entries from area fourth-graders
were judged by LeTourneau University stu-
dents. Throughout our Nation, dedicated
teachers, parents, clergy, law enforcement of-
ficers, healthcare providers, local government
officials and community volunteers are in-
volved in various drug-prevention programs
that raise awareness among our young people
of the dangers of drug use. Beginning these
programs at a young age is one key to their
success, and | commend programs such as
the Red Ribbon Week that seek to instruct
and involve our young people in this issue.

Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate Brittany
on her winning essay and commend her for
taking a strong stand against the use of drugs.
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HONORING THE VIETNAMESE NEW
YEAR: TET, 2003

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Viethamese New Year: Tet,
2003—Year of the Goat. In celebration of the
new year, the Viethamese Community in
Greater Cleveland, Inc., will gather at St. Hel-
ena Catholic Church to rejoice with family and
friends and enjoy Vietnamese culture and per-
formances.

The Tet celebration will include recognition
of volunteer leaders, Viethamese food, and
dancing and entertainment by the Viethamese
youth of Cleveland. As Tet is the time of year
to pay homage to ancestors, visit with friends
and family, and celebrate, it is with great
honor that | pay tribute to the Vietnamese
Community of Greater Cleveland.

This year marks the 27th year of the Viet-
namese Community in Greater Cleveland’s
outstanding service to the Vietnamese com-
munity in my hometown of Cleveland, Ohio.
Vietnamese heritage has long been important
to Cleveland, and the Viethamese Community
in Greater Cleveland has played a vital role in
ensuring that important cultural traditions con-
tinue to be embraced.

Mr. Speaker, | would also like to take this
opportunity to honor and thank Le Nguyen,
President of the Vietnamese Community in
Greater Cleveland, for coordinating this won-
derful evening of festivities. | would also like to
honor the members of the Vietnamese Com-
munity in Greater Cleveland for their dedica-
tion to the Cleveland area.

Best wishes to all celebrating the Viet-
namese Lunar New Year: Tet, 2003—Year of
the Goat. | wish everyone a joyous and pros-
perous new year.

————

TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL JOHN
P. DAVIS

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2003

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize and honor Rear Admi-
ral (Upper Half) John P. Davis, a native of
Shelter Island, New York, who will retire from
the U.S. Navy on February 1, 2003 after 35
years of distinguished service to the U.S.
Navy and to our nation.

Rear Admiral Davis is well known to many
members of this body. He has been the Pro-
gram Executive Officer for Submarines since
1997. In 1998 he also becomes the Deputy
Commander, Submarines, helping launch
Team Submarine, an innovative organizational
structure that unified many submarine-related
acquisition and life cycle support entities into
a single “submarine-centric” organization. The
Team Submarine concept of operations is
dedicated to eliminating the traditional “stove-
pipe” structures and processes that create im-
pediments and inefficiencies in submarine re-
search, development and acquisition, ensuring
that the operational needs of the fleet are met,
today and in the decades to come, in an effec-
tive and affordable way.
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